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MICROCHIP TEST FACILITY, EDITH COWAN UNIVERSITY 

66. Mr S.R. HILL to the Premier:  
Will the Premier inform the House of any research centres being established in Western Australia? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
I am pleased to confirm the establishment of a national state-of-the-art microchip test facility in Western 
Australia.  This facility will test circuits and other systems before manufacture.  It is a fundamental step in the 
development of any electronic circuit or system.  Members will recall that, as part of the national funding 
program, Edith Cowan University was successful.  It had some difficulties in establishing a proper framework of 
funding from the Commonwealth that would suit its needs.  This Government made strong representations to the 
Commonwealth on this matter and I am very pleased that the Commonwealth has now come to the party.  

The facility will be established at Edith Cowan University and satellite nodes will be located at the University of 
Western Australia, Griffith University, Macquarie University, Victoria University and the University of 
Adelaide.  The first international partner of the facility is Ulm University in Germany.  It will provide vital 
equipment to take Australia to the frontier of critically important and expanding fields of microelectronics 
research and development.  

Australia has a small but progressive and dynamic electronics industry.  The Commonwealth Government has 
made a commitment to position Australia as a strong competitor in the global microelectronics market.  In 1998-
99 Australia imported $US9 000 million worth of electronics products, but exported only $US1 300 million 
worth - a net deficit of $US7 700 million.  With this new facility, Western Australia will be placed to lead the 
Commonwealth Government’s new commitment to microelectronics. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  This is an abuse of Parliament. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  What is an abuse of Parliament? 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I am informing the people of Western Australia about a wonderful new development in this 
State and the member for Warren-Blackwood should be applauding it. 

Several members interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Members! 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:   Opposition members should learn from the fact that they spent all day yesterday in this 
Parliament trying to politicise a matter and they did not get one bit of publicity from it.  Old Casanova opposite, 
the alternative strategist from Kalgoorlie, should be thinking about this.  His leader led him down a path 
yesterday for the whole day without arousing the interest of one person outside this Parliament.  He should think 
about that. 

Several members interjected.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  This facility has been given a grant of $4.75 million under the Commonwealth’s major 
national research facility program.  The State Government will contribute $1.5 million.  I congratulate all at 
Edith Cowan University - 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The member for Nedlands’ interjection on this matter is an insult to these people.  It is a great 
success story.  This is the only project in Western Australia that was successful under the major national research 
program.  It is an exciting development for Western Australia and has the potential to create new jobs and 
opportunities for our State.  I congratulate Edith Cowan University on this great achievement. 
 


